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Expectations:  
1. Participate in all daily activities while focusing on learning, not completion.  
2. Do of all work outside of class while focusing on learning, not completion. 
3. Be a self-directed student whose responsibility is to improve their science knowledge and 
learning skills.  
 
Grades: 
Each assignment is given a point value based on the amount of learning required, as well as the 
time and work involved in the assignment.  The student's points accumulate throughout the 
semester. At any point in the semester, a student's grade may be determined by dividing the 
student's point total by the possible points total. I will round to the nearest whole percent based 
on traditional rounding rules; .01-.49 will be rounded down and .50-.99 will be rounded up. The 
overall average is converted to a letter grade according to the following scale:  
 

100-93… A 92-90... A- 89-87... B+ 
86-83... B 82-80... B- 79-77... C+ 
76-73... C 72-70... C- 69-67... D+ 
66-63... D 62-60... D- 59-00... F 

 
The total possible points will be split up approximately as follows:  

 
Labs = 40%  

In-class and Homework Assignments = 25%  
Tests/Quizzes = 25% 

Final Exam = 10%  
 

 
 
 
Organization & Necessary Supplies: 
Please come to class everyday with the following items: 
 

1. Lined binder paper  
2. Writing utensils 
3. Scientific calculator 
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This is a very simple list and is absolutely crucial that everyday you are prepared with these 
materials. These items will be necessary to participate in daily activities and it will be extremely 
inconsiderate to your teacher and fellow classmates if you come to class unprepared.  
 
Additionally, I request that all students come up with their own method of organizing their 
Physics in the Universe materials. This can be as simple as having a PhUn tab-divided section 
in your binder. I will be handing out all class materials with pre-punched holes that will make it 
very easy to organize everything in a three-ring binder. Whatever the method may be, I am 
placing the responsibility of keeping track of class materials entirely onto the student. 
Organizational skills are essential to a student’s success and will dramatically improve your 
wellbeing throughout the school year.  
 
If you have any problems with acquiring these suggested materials, please see me individually 
and we can work out at solution.  

 
 
Website: 
My personal site can be accessed through the school website at www.redwood.org. Click on the 
“Staff” tab, and select “Faculty List, Contact Info, & Websites” from the drop-down menu. On the 
next page,  find my name (Samet) from the drop-down list and click “Submit.” The next page will 
provide links to take you to my personal page.  
 
I will update my website roughly twice a week. Each update will include a brief review of daily 
agendas and I will provide links to relevant materials that we will be using in class. Please 
review my website regularly before class. Having the opportunity to preview the materials and 
the daily agenda will put you at an advantage in the classroom. 
 
 
Absences, Late Work, Make-up Work: 
It is very important to be in class. Even when you make up work missed as the result of an 
excused absence, you do not get the full benefit of the work done in class. It is important to 
promptly make up work missed due to excused absences. When you return to school, you 
should automatically check the weekly agendas posted in class or online. We will then decide 
which assignments need to be made up and when they will be due. You will normally need to 
make up missed assignments over a time period equal to the number of days you were absent. 
This may be varied in the case of extended absences. 
 
If you miss an assignment for reasons other than an absence, you may hand it in late up to (5) 
school days late. Late work will be graded and then assessed a late penalty of 10% for the first 
day and 5% for each subsequent day the work is late. Consequently, work turned in (5) days 
late will lose 30% of the possible points before being graded. 
 
 

http://www.redwood.org/


 
 
Extra Help: 
I will be readily available to any student who needs extra help outside of our regular class 
meeting times. The best time to reach me will be during SMART period each Thursday. With 
prior notice, I will also be available to meet after the final bell everyday except Thursday. I will 
also be happy to arrange for extra help during lunch or before first period begins. Please, make 
an appointment with me if you are ever uncertain about course materials or need additional 
clarification. 
 
 
 


